
FEB 7 1

TO SEC STATE WASHDC PRl0RITY 70 77
INFO AMCONSUL DACCA  PRlORl TY

SUBJ: MY FEB. SESSION WITH YAHYA, INTERNAL POLlTICAL CI RSIS

DELlVER ACTION OFFlCER OOB FEB.  2 5

	

1. HAVING ARRANGED MEETING WlTH RESI DENT YAHYA ON MILITARY  SUPP LY
MATTERSS  (SEPTEL),  I F IRST PRESENTED HIM WITH PRESIDENT NIX ON'S
SIGNED PHOTOGR APH WHICH WAS MUCH APPRECIATED. CONVERSATI ON
SUBSEQUENTLY TURNED D O M ES TI C P OLITI CAL CRISI S

2.  FOR FIRST TIME IN MT EXPERIENCE WITH HIM, YAHYA WAS CLEARLYWORRIED ABOUT NEXT STEPS ON DIFFICULT ROAD TOWARDS REPRESENTATIVEGOVERNMENT. HE SEEMED DISHEARTENED BY IMPASSE BETWEEN MUJIB ANDBUHTTO REGARDING CONSTITUTION. HE RECALLED ALL THE VARIOUS HA RD

THINGS HE HAD DONE TO BRING POLITICAL PROCESS ALONG THIS FAR. HIS
REMARKS INDICATED THAT WHILE HIS REGARD FOR BHUTTO WAS STILL LOW,MUJIB RE SIX POINTS. YAHYA SAID HE HAD TWICE INVITED MUJIB TOHE THOUGHT BHUTTO DID HAVE A POINT IN INSISTING ON SOME GIVE BY

CONFER WITH HIM HERE, AND MUJIB HAD TWICE DECLINED . NOW
	

TO HAVE ANOTHER TALK  WITH BHUTTO.  HE CONFIDED THAT, IN EVENT
BHUTTO-MUJIB IMPASSE WAS NOT SOMEHOW RESOLVED BEFORE MARCH 3, H E
WAS C O NSIDERING DEFERRAL "FOR WEEK OR TWO" OR LATER THAN THAT I F
NEED BE O F HIS OWN APPEARANCE AT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN DACC A

(WHICH YAHYA  IMPLIED WOULD DELAY OPENING OF ASSEMBLY).  YAHYA DID
NOT INDICATE WHAT HE THOUGHT MIGHT HAPPEN IF IMPASSE NOT BROKE N

FAIRLY SOON,  BUT HE  SPOKE  IN A TONE OF DESPAIR  0F 'BLOOD AND CH AOS"
WHICH MIGHT ENSUE.

Amy Willey
Declass



3 . R E-AFFlRMED OUR RESPECT FOR ALL THAT YAHYA HAD DONE THU S
FAR TOWARDS TRANSFERRING POWER T O REPRESNTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE.
I STRESS ED THAT U .S . POLICY RE INTEGRITY OF PAKISTAN REMAINE D
PRECISELY AS I HAD PREVIOUSLY CONFIRMED T0 HIM AS WELL AS T O
B HUTT O. I S A I D I HA D BEEN CONSID ERING GOING TO DACCA VERY SOON T O
SEE MUJIB, WHOM I HAD NOT ENCOUNTERED  DURING THE LAST YEAR, A ND
MAKING SUR E THAT HE ALSO COMPREHENDED OUR CONCERN ABOUT PAKISTAN' S
FUTURE, HOWEVER, ON BALANC E I HAD DECIDED THAT MY SEEING MUJIB AT
THIS P ARTICULARLY SENSITlVE JUNCTURE WOULD LIK ELY BE SUBJECT T 0
CO NSIDERABLE PUBLIC MISUNDERSTANDING. Y A HYA ACKNOWLEDGED THA T
THERE WAS WIDE SPREAD SUSPl CION T HAT U.S. FAVORED SEPARATION OF

EAST AND PAKISTAN.  HE SAID REPOTERS CONTINUED TO REACH HIM
THAT CONGEN AND  U S AI D OFFlCALS IN DACCA WERE GI 	 VING AWAMI LEAGU E
CONTACTS IMPRESSION THAT USG FAVORED S EPARATION, AND LATTE R WER E
SPREADING THE WORD. IT HAD  FURT HER BEEN REPORTED TO YAHYA TH AT

WHEN I WAS LAST IN	 DACCA	 ON MY RETURN FROM U.S. (IN JANUARY ) I H AD
SEEN MUJIB,  I ASSURED HIM I HAD NOT.  YAHYA SAID THAT HE HIMSEL F
WAS CONVINCED THAT U . S. P OLI CY IN SUPPORT OF UNITY OF PAKISTAN
REMAI N ED AS l HAD ENNUNCIATED IT TO HIM PREVIOUSLY.  HE WOULD N OT
RPT NOT MISUNDERSTAND MY SEEING MUJIB  DURING  NEXT FEW DAYS. ON
CONTRARY,  P RESIDENT URGED ME T O GO T0 DACCA TOMORROW, FE B. 26,
AND SEE MUJIB AS SOON AS POSSIBL E.

4. I AM NOW SCHEDULED DEPAR T DEPART ISL AMA BAD AT NOON FE B. 26 FOR DACCA
AND I HA VE REQUESTED OUR CONSUL GENERAL SEEK EARLY MEETING WIT H
M UJIB.
FARLAND
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